
---   A South American Sabbatical, Laterally A South American Sabbatical, Laterally A South American Sabbatical, Laterally ---      

 

Because Iôve always wanted to... 



 

A. Iguazu Falls,  Argentina 

B. Buenos Aires, Argentina 

C. Salta, Argentina 
D. Humahuaca, Argentina 

E. Atacama, Chile 
F. Santiago, Chile 

G. Punta Arenas, Chile 

H. Puerto Montt, Chile 
I. Cuzco, Peru 

J. Galapagos Islands 
K. Quito, Ecuador 

L. Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 

M. Porto Seguro, Brazil 



 

 
 

 
Day 25-26 - At leisure in the Chilean Lake District. Cliffs Preserve. 

 

Day 27 - Fly to Lima, via Santiago. Miraflores Park Hotel. 
 

Day 28 - Fly to Cuzco, transfer to Sacred Valley. Sol Y Luna. 
 

Day 29 - At leisure in the Sacred Valley. Sol Y Luna. 
 

Day 30 - Vistadome train to Machu Picchu. Sanctuary Lodge. 

 
Day 31 - Sunrise over Machu Picchu. Hiram Bingham train to Cuzco. Monasterio Hotel. 

 
Day 32-33 - Visiting Cuzco and surroundings. Monasterio Hotel. 

 

Day 34 - Fly to Quito, via Lima. Casa Gangotena. 
 

Day 35 - Fly to the Galapagos, via Guayaquil. Grand Odyssey Boat. 
 

Day 36-39 - Touring the Galapagos Archipelago. Grand Odyssey Boat. 
 

Day 40 - Fly to Quito. PM Historic Walking tour. Casa Gangotena. 

 
Day 41 - Epicurean experiences in Otavalo. Casa Gangotena. 

 
Day 42 - Day at leisure. Overnight flight to Rio, via Lima.  

 

Day 43 - Arrive in Rio. Copacabana Palace. 
 

Day 44-45 - Touring Rio de Janeiro. Copacabana Palace. 
 

Day 46 - Carnival Champions Parade. Copacabana Palace. 

 
Day 47 - Fly to Porto Seguro. Villas de Trancoso. 

 
Day 48-53 - Beach days at leisure. Villas de Trancoso. 

 
Day 54 - Fly to Sao Paulo and connect with departure flight to the UK.  

 

Day 55 - Arrival in the UK. 

In a Nutshell...  
 
 

Day 1 - Fly overnight to Sao Paulo. 

 
Day 2 - Arrive in Sao Paulo. Connecting flight to Iguazu. Das Cataratas Hotel. 
          

Day 3 - Iguazu Falls Visit. 

 

Day 4 - Fly to Buenos Aires and transfer to the Legado Mitico Hotel.  
  Dinner at Casa Coupage. 

  
Day 5 - San Telmo Sunday Market. Evening Rojo Tango show. Legado Mitico. 

 

Day 6 - Traditional & Hidden Buenos Aires Excursion. Legado Mitico. 
  

Day 7 - At leisure. Legado Mitico. 
 

Day 8 - Fly to Salta. PM Walking visit. House of Jasmines. 
 

Day 9 - Full day visit to Cafayate and wineries. House of Jasmines. 

 
Day 10 - Full day visit to Cachi. House of Jasmines. 

 

Day 11 - Day at leisure. House of Jasmines. 
 

Day 12 - Visit the Humahuaca Gorge. Manantial del Silencio. 
  

Day 13 - Day at leisure. Manantial del Silencio. 
 

Day 14 - Visit the Salt Flats and transfer to Atacama, Chile. Tierra Atacama. 

  
Day 15-17 - Excursions around the Atacama Desert. Tierra Atacama. 

 
Day 18 - Fly from Calama to Santiago. La Starria Hotel. 

 

Day 19 - Casablanca Valley Wineries. La Starria Hotel. 
 

Day 20 - Fly from Santiago to Punta Arenas, transfer to Explora Hotel. 
 

Day 21-23 - Activities in Torres del Paine National Park. Explora Hotel. 
 

Day 24 - Fly to Puerto Montt and transfer to the Cliffs Preserve Hotel.  



Date  Airline & 

Flight 
Number  

From  Departs  To Arrives  

Day 1  London  Sao Paulo  

Day 2  Sao Paulo  Foz Iguacu  

Day 4  Puerto Iguazu  Buenos Aires  

Day 8  Buenos Aires  Salta  

Day 18  Calama  Santiago  

Day 20  Santiago  Punta Arenas  

Day 24  Punta Arenas  Puerto Montt  

Day 27  Puerto Montt  Santiago  

Day 27  Santiago  Lima  

Day 28  Lima  Cuzco  

Day 34  Cuzco  Lima  

Day 34  Lima  Quito  

Day 35  Quito, via 

Guayaquil 

 Galapagos  

Day 40  Galapagos  Quito  

Day 42  Quito  Lima  

Day 42  Lima  Rio  

Day 47  Rio  Porto Seguro  

Day 54  Porto Seguro  Sao Paulo  

Day 55  Sao Paulo  London  

 Flights...  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Trainsé 
 
 Day 30 Vistadome  Ollanta  Machu Picchu  

Day 31 Hiram 

Bingham  

Machu  

Picchu 

 Ollanta  



Your Recommended Itinerary...  

 
Day 1 -  Depart the UK.  
Depart London Heathrow on an overnight flight to Sao Paulo.  

 

Day 2 -  Arrive in Sao Paulo, connect to Iguazu  
Arrive early into Sao Paulo where you will be welcomed and assisted with your onward 

connecting flight to Foz Iguacu.  On arrival into Foz Iguacu, you will be transferred to 
the majestic Hotel Das Cataratas which offers unparalleled views of Iguazu Falls from 

the Brazilian side. 
 

Accommodation: Hotel Das Cataratas, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  None. 
 

Day 3 -  Iguazu Falls, Brazil  
Meet your guide this morning and enjoy a day visiting the various viewpoints, islands 

and landscapes around Iguazu Falls. The Brazilian side offers a more panoramic per-

spective whereas the Argentine side brings you up close and personal with the great-
est waterfall and most spectacular natural wonders in South America.  Youôll have an 

opportunity to take the Mucuco Safari speedboat ride during which prepare to be 
soaked as you are masterfully whisked into the heart of the Devilôs Throat. 

 
Accommodation: Hotel Das Cataratas, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 

   
Day 4 ï Onwards to Buenos Aires,  Argentina  

After your adventures in Iguazu, fly to wonderful Buenos Aires, one of the most capti-
vating cities in South America. With its wide boulevards, elegant parks, majestic build-

ings and varied cultural riches, Buenos Aires is the most European of all South Ameri-

can cities: the Paris of the South.  Skyscrapers tower alongside sumptuous mansions 
and century-old colonial buildings. Theatres, museums and art galleries abound. And, 

for thousands of tango-lovers across the globe, this is the epicentre of dance. 
This evening, enjoy an exclusive 6 course tasting menu and wine pairings at Casa Cou-

page under the guidance of the knowledgeable young sommeliers. 

 
Accommodation: Legado Mitico Hotel, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast & Dinner. 
 

Day 5 -  San Telmo Sunday Market & Rojo Tango  
Enjoy a morning at leisure. We suggest you head out for a wander around the Palermo 

neighbourhoods which consist of Palermo Viejo, Palermo Soho and Palermo Hollywood 

- a newly fashionable area for fashion, design, restaurants, bars and alternative street 
culture. Worth visiting is MALBA - the Museum of Latin American Art in Buenos Aires 

which is located between Barrio Parque and the Paseo Alcorta shopping centre. Also 
recommended are the Bosques  de Palermo (Palermo Woods & Gardens) - the largest 

outdoor area in the city.  



In the afternoon youôll be driven to the antique and arts market in San Telmo - a 

Sunday tradition in one of the oldest neighborhoods in Buenos Aires. San Telmo was 
also a centre of immigrant settlements and maintains an architectural style of colonial 

houses and cobbled streets filled with quaint plazas and artistsô workshops. 
 

This evening enjoy a dinner and glamorous óRojo Tangoô show in El Caberet, located 

inside the uniquely styled Faena Hotel in Puerto Madero, transfers included.  
 

Accommodation: Legado Mitico Hotel, Deluxe Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast & Dinner. 

  
Day 6 -  Traditional & Hidden Buenos Aires  

Tour the ñParis of South Americaò. Stretch your legs with a private tour of the city, 

starting in the historic Plaza de Mayo, home to Buenos Airesô finest architecture, in-
cluding Casa Rosada (a bubblegum-pink Government House) and the Catedral de 

Buenos Aires. Southwards, you reach the picturesque and colourful port neighbour-
hood of La Boca with its famous street, ñCaminitoò, which reflects the influence of the 

European citizens that arrived during the 19th Century. Pass by the modern district of 

Puerto Madero; Palermo neighborhood with its elegant residences framed by wide 
green areas; reaching finally the district of Recoleta, the most sophisticated suburb in 

Buenos Aires.   Your guide will suggest somewhere for you to enjoy lunch at your 
leisure. In the afternoon the focus of the tour evolves the lesser known communities 

and history of the city including General Peron and Evitaôs legacy. 
 

Accommodation: Legado Mitico Hotel, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast.  
  

Day 7 -  At leisure  
Spend today at your leisure.  An optional visit can be arranged to the Tigre Delta and 

San Isidro neighbourhood where the Victoria Ocampo house is found (now a museum 

dedicated to one of Argentinaôs most famous scholarôs). Boating on the delta is a 
great way to while away a few hours, perhaps wandering along the trails and escap-

ing the hustle and heat of the city.  
 

Accommodation: Legado Mitico Hotel, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast.  
 

Day 8 -  Journey to Salta & The North West  
Today you transfer to the airport for a flight to Salta, where you are welcomed and 

transferred to the charming House of Jasmines, just 20 minutes outside the city. This 
afternoon, stretch your legs with a walking tour of Salta. The town of Salta sits in the 

Lerma valley and enjoys an eternal spring-like climate. Founded on April 16, 1582 by 

the Spanish conquistador Hernando de Lerma, Salta was intended to be an outpost 
between Lima, Peru and Buenos Aires. Today, it is a gem in Argentinaôs North West 

region and boasts the countryôs best-preserved colonial architecture. 
 

Accommodation: House of Jasmines, Junior Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 



Day 9 -  Cafayate and Vineyards  

On todayôs tour youôll journey to the South of Salta crossing the Quebrada del Rio Las 
Conchas or Quebrada de Cafayate, where spectacular and natural rock formations 

such as the amphitheatre can be seen. Arrive into Cafayate and wander this charming 
small town and enjoy wine tasting at one or two of the local vineyards that produce 

óTorrontesô - a typical Argentinean fruity white wine.  

 
Accommodation: House of Jasmines, Junior Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 10 -  Cachi  
From Salta todayôs excursion takes you into the Lerma Valley, passing through the 

dense mountain jungle in Los Laureles and reaching the Escoipe Gorge and La Cuesta 

del Obispo (Bishopôs Slope), which is a mountain path that leads to Piedra del Molino, 
at 3,348m above sea level.  You will arrive at Los Cardones National Park for a won-

derful photo opportunity. Continue to the picturesque town of Cachi where you visit 
the church and archaeological museum (it houses vestiges of several native cultures of 

the region). Lunch is arranged in a typical local restaurant and youôll return to Salta at 

around 6pm.  
 

Accommodation: House of Jasmines, Junior Suite. 
Meals:  Breakfast & Lunch. 

  
Day 11 ï At leisure  

Enjoy a day at leisure in Salta. 

 
Accommodation: House of Jasmines, Junior Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 12 -  Humahuaca Gorge and Purmamarca  

Meet your guide today at around 7.30am for the drive through the magnificent Que-
brada de Humahuaca. This narrow mountain valley is about 155km long, bordered by 

the Altiplano to the west and north, by the Sub -Andean hills in the east and by the 
warm valleys to the south. Cross striking landscapes, through the deep canyons and 

rugged peaks through Tilcara and Uquia with a visit to Pukara Fort. Then its downhill 

to the base of the famed Cerro de los Siete Colores (Mountain of Seven Colours) 
where your hotel is located.  

 
Accommodation: Manantial del Silencio, Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 13 -  At leisure  

Enjoy a day at leisure to wander around the village of Purmamarca, browse the local 
markets and relax by the hotel pool set in the foothills of the Seven Colours Mountain.  

 
Accommodation: Manantial del Silencio, Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 



Day 14 -  Salinas Grandes and onto Atacama, Chile  

Depart by 8am today to pass by the glistening Salt Flats of Salinas Grandes, continuing 
to the Chilean border where you should arrive by Midday. Depending on the time taken 

with border formalities you should arrive at your hotel in San Pedro de Atacama by 
around 3pm where you can check-in and relax.   

This outstanding area at 4,000m above sea level and one of the most remote and bar-

ren corners of the earth will bring you to true places of mystery. Stretching from the 
Pacific Ocean to the Andes Mountains, the Atacamaôs moon-like environment is made up 

of salt basins, sand and lava flows. Diverse, majestic and untouched, the Atacama is 
one of the most spectacular and dramatic landscapes on our planet.  

 
Accommodation: Tierra Atacama Lodge, Oriente Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast & Dinner, includes House Wines. 

  
Day 15 -17 -  Exploring the Atacama Region  

Spend three days experiencing the beauty of the Altiplano and the Atacama Desert be it 
hiking, biking, walking, four wheel touring or bathing in hotsprings, Tierra Atacama Ho-

tel is just a 20 minute walk from the village centre of San Pedro de Atacama where the 

cultures of Aymara, Atacameña, and Inca have all left their mark.  
Explore the lunar-esque landscape of Tara-Aguas Calientes Salt Flats, east of San Pedro, 

in the middle of the Andean Mountains at up to 4,860m (15,940 ft) above sea level. 
Here there are volcanic structures and rolling plains with eroded slopes creating one of 

the earthôs most unique natural sceneries. See the dazzling flight of hundreds of pink 
flamingos at the National reserve Los Flamencos, as their radiant plumage temporarily 

obscures the ominous Andes in the horizon. 

 
Accommodation: Tierra Atacama Lodge, Oriente Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, includes House Wines. 
 

Day 18 -  Journey to the Santiago & the Central Valley  

At the pre-arranged time youôll be transferred (small group basis) to the airport in Cala-
ma for a flight to Santiago. On arrival youôll be welcomed to Chileôs capital and driven to 

the new La Starria Hotel for a two night stay. An optional panoramic tour of the city can 
be arranged this afternoon.  

 

Accommodation: La Starria Hotel, Deluxe Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 
Day 19 -  Casablanca Valley Vineyards  

Travel out of Santiago into the Casablanca Valley, the youngest Chilean viticulture area 
which boasts the perfect trilogy: climate, soil and vines. Driving through the valley, 

youôll stop at Casas del Bosque, a family boutique winery, where you may enjoy lunch 

and sampling of two Reserva or Gran Reserva wines. Continue to Emiliana Vineyards, a 
leader in the Chilean organic movement where you sample 4 wines, including their pre-

mium wine Coyam.  
 



Accommodation: La Starria Hotel, Deluxe Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast & Lunch. 
 

Day 20 -  Journey to Torres del Paine National Park  
Today you head south and a very early start will be required as you transfer to the 

airport in Santiago for a 0640 flight to Punta Arenas, the southernmost city in Chile 

and gateway to the phenomenal Torres del Paine National Park in the heart of the re-
gion known as Patagonia. On arrival youôll join other guests bound for Explora on the 

transfer to the hotel inside the national park.  
Flying to Patagonia over the southern Andes to Punta Arenas can be a magical experi-

ence on a clear day - snow-capped volcanic cones, turquoise lakes, glaciers, fjords. It's 
a five hour drive from Punta Arenas - alongside the Straits of Magellan, then north-

wards via Last Hope Sound and Puerto Natales - to Torres del Paine National Park and 

the Explora Hotel. The Cuernos del Paine is a granite massif, which has been sliced 
apart and polished smooth by glaciers. Beyond are the staggering vertical triple towers 

of the Torres del Paine, the crowning glory of this massif which dominates one of 
South America's greatest national parks.   

 

Accommodation: Explora Patagonia, Cordillera Paine Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, includes House Wines. 

 
Day 21 -23 -  Exploring Torres del Paine  

Explora is situated on the shores of Lake Pehoe, opposite the imposing Paine Massif. It 
has been conceived as a base for expeditions and has all the commodities required for 

relaxation and the best means for exploring Patagonia. The programs include all the 

tours that you may want to take during your stay. The professional, bilingual guides 
live in the local area and will advise you on what activities would suit your particular 

interests. Explorations have been carefully designed and are classified according to 
duration, level of difficulty and guestôs desires. Each day you can choose from 5 differ-

ent options - hiking, tours by minivan, bicycle or by motorboat and on horseback, all in 

groups no larger than 10 guests accompanied by a bilingual guide.  
 

Accommodation: Explora Patagonia, Cordillera Paine Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, includes House Wines. 

  

Day 24 -  Journey to Puerto Montt & The Cliffs Preserve  
Depart this morning on the drive back to Punta Arenas where youôll board a short flight 

north to Puerto Montt on the edge of the Chilean Lake District. Youôll be transferred on 
arrival one hour approx to the Cliffs Preserve, a luxury retreat and private preserve 

that comprises more than eight thousand pristine acres of millenary forests and six 
miles of imposing South Pacific coast.  

 

Accommodation: Cliffs Preserve, Junior Suite. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, includes Reserve Wines. 

 
Day 25 -26 -  At leisure  

These two days are at your leisure to unwind and recoup before continuing to Peru. 



This is the ideal place to relax, indulge in the Spa, dine on gourmet cuisine and sample 

world class wines. Should you want to be active however, the property offers numerous 
coastal walking trails which are designed for all levels of fitness. The trails pass through 

old growth forests, open fields, pristine beaches or natural ridges. All of them provide 
stunning views of this private treasure that is the natural environment for more than 

110 species of birds, mammals and reptiles, some, seen only on this far end of the 

world. NB One Wellness & Spa treatment of your choice is also included. 
 

Accommodation: Cliffs Preserve, Junior Suite. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, includes Reserve Wines. 

  
Day 27 -  Journey to Lima, Peru  

Today youôll be transferred to the airport in Puerto Montt for a flight to Santiago where 

youôll be assisted with a connecting flight to Lima in Peru. On arrival you will be wel-
comed and transferred to your hotel located in the Miraflores area of the city, overlook-

ing the Pacific Ocean. 
 

Accommodation: Miraflores Park, Executive Oceanview Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
  

Day 28 -  Onwards to the Sacred Valley of the Incas  
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast in the rooftop restaurant prior to transferring to the airport 

for a flight to Cuzco. On arrival you will be welcomed and transferred into the Sacred 
Valley of the Incas for a two night stay. The remainder of the day is at your leisure.  

Nestled into the Sacred Valley of the Incas, on the outskirts of the quaint village of 

Urubamba, Sol Y Luna is a charming hotel to spend a couple of days acclimatizing to the 
rise in altitude before you tackle Cuzco. The individual bungalows are spread out around 

beautifully manicured gardens and surrounded by tall eucalyptus trees and lush green 
mountains. Enjoy the use of the extensive facilities including a new spa complex, out-

door pool and tennis court. The hotel will also arrange bike tours around the area.  

 
Accommodation: Sol Y Luna, Deluxe Casita. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 29 -  Ollantaytambo, Maras and Moray  

Enjoy a private tour of the Urubamba valley, the Sacred Valley of the Incas. Visit the 
Inca fortress of Ollantaytambo, built just as the Spaniards arrived and where evidence  

of how it was constructed is still visible today. Stroll the quaint streets of Ollanta as it is 
today before continuing to lunch at a countryside lodge. In the afternoon proceed to 

Maras, a salt production centre that dates back to Colonial times where the locals still 
produce salt using handmade pans to this day. End the day in Moray, where the Incas 

used greenhouse terraces to improve their refined farming techniques.  

 
Accommodation: Sol Y Luna, Deluxe Casita. 

Meals:  Breakfast & Lunch. 
 



Day 30 -  Machu Picchu  

Todayôs magical journey starts with a short transfer to the train station in Ollanta where 
you board the 0705 departure by Vistadome train for the scenic 1.5 hour journey to 

Aguas Calientes - the small town at the foot of Machu Picchu. Journey through lush val-
leys passing Inca terraces, with the powerful Urubamba River never far away. NB bring 
just a daypack with your essential travel items for today and tomorrow. The rest of your 
luggage will be transferred to the Monasterio Hotel in Cuzco. 
 On arrival in Aguas Calientes, board a motor-coach and zigzag 25 minutes uphill to 

Machu Picchu where the Sanctuary Lodge is located. Enjoy a privately guided tour of the 
óLost City of the Incasô which was rediscovered by American explorer Hiram Bingham in 

1911. Youôll gain a true insight of the Citadel where youôll see the Main Square, the Royal 
Quarters, the Temple of the Three Windows, the Circular Towers, the Sacred  Sun Dial 

and the Burial Grounds. Return to your hotel in the late afternoon which is just a stoneôs 

throw from Machu Picchu itself. 
 

Accommodation: The Sanctuary Lodge, Classic Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 

 

Day 31 -  Machu Picchu & Hiram Bingham Train to Cuzco  
An early rise is recommended to witness sunrise over Machu Picchu - tickets are included 

for todayôs entrance to the citadel but no guide. The ease of access from the Sanctuary 
Lodge is unparalleled and youôll be able to return to the Lodge for a wonderful breakfast 

before heading back to perhaps climb Huayna Picchu - the mountain which overlooks 
Machu Picchu - this is a 1 hour climb for those who have the energy!  

After lunch, we suggest you take the motor -coach down to Aguas Calientes and visit the 

private art gallery óMachu Pictures - Inspiring Views of the Sanctuaryô,  located  within 
Cafe Inkaterra, near to the railway station.  

 
At 17.50 youôll board the luxurious Orient Express Hiram Bingham train for the return 

journey to Rio Sagrado. Cocktails are served in the bar while musicians entertain you 

with traditional music. Dinner is then served in the dining carriage with all the splendour 
associated with the Orient Express trains. Youôll arrive at the Rio Sagrado Hotel then 

transfer by bus to Wanchaq Station from where transportation will be provided to the 
luxurious Monasterio Hotel in Cuzco, arriving around 10.30pm. 

 

Accommodation: Monasterio Hotel, Deluxe Oxygenated Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 

 
Day 32 -  Cuzco  

Spend the day with your private guide exploring the nooks and crannies of wonderful 
Cuzco. Wander around Loreto Alley in the Old Town where youôll see the remarkable  

Inca walls. Visit the Santo Domingo convent which was once the Koricancha temple, the 

most important Inca temple of all and dedicated to the worship of the sun. Continue to 
San Blas to visit its beautiful colonial church which houses an impressive pulpit and a fili-

gree woodcarving celebrating the fruits of the region. Stroll through the many handicraft 
& native art galleries in the little square, roam the older quarters of the city which date 

back to the 16th & 17th centuries.  



On the way back to your hotel, pass by Hatunrumiyoc Street and its famous twelve an-

gle stone and visit the Cathedral on the Plaza de Armas. 
 

Accommodation: Monasterio Hotel, Deluxe Oxygenated Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 

Day 33 -  At leisure  
Enjoy a day at leisure in Cuzco. 

 
Accommodation: Monasterio Hotel, Deluxe Oxygenated Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 34 -  Journey to Quito, Ecuador  

Today youôll be transferred to the airport in Cuzco for a flight to Lima where youôll be 
assisted with a connecting flight to Quito, capital of Ecuador. On arrival you will be wel-

comed and transferred to your hotel located in the historic Old Town.  
The capital of Ecuador has a setting that few cities can match. During the 13th century 

it was the prosperous centre of the Kingdom of Quitus. It later became the northern 

capital of the Inca Empire. In the 16th and 17th centuries, Colonial architects built for-
midable temples, monasteries and mansions, creating an urban jewel designated by 

UNESCO as a World Cultural Heritage Site. Quitoôs artistic creativity awaits  visitors in 
cosmopolitan galleries and boutiques filled with contemporary paintings, sculptures and 

exquisite traditional crafts.  
 

Accommodation: Casa Gangotena, Plaza View Room. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
  

Day 35 -  Onwards to the Galapagos  
Youôll be transferred this morning to the airport for a flight to the Galapagos, via 

Guayaquil. Upon arrival at San Cristobal Airport, a guide will welcome you and escort 

you on a short transfer to the harbour where youôll join the ship. After a welcome brief 
onboard and lunch youôll set off on the first exploration of the archipelago. 

 
This afternoonôs visit is to Cerro Colorado Tortoises Protection and Growing Centre, lo-

cated 40 minutes approx by bus to the south east of the island. This centre was built to 

improve the status of the population of the island tortoises and includes a large corral, a 
breeding centre and an interpretative trail. Along this trail it is possible to see different 

species of native and endemic plants and birds such as the San Cristobal Mockingbird, 
Yellow Warblers, many species of finches and the Galapagos flycatcher. Later you con-

tinue to Puerto Chino beach and enjoy the view at El Mirador. Return this evening for a 
presentation and dinner onboard. 

 

Accommodation: M/Y Grand Odyssey, Main Deck Galapagos Suite. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 



Day 36 -  Espanola Island  

Morning visit to Gardner Bay. Located on the north-eastern coast of the island, Gard-
ner Bay provides an excellent beach for relaxing, swimming, snorkelling, kayaking, and 

the opportunity to observe sea lions. Here you can also observe sharks in the crystal 
clear ocean waters. 

 

Afternoon visit to Punta Suarez. This rocky land spot sustains one of the most impres-
sive and varied colonies of sea birds in the Galapagos. Along its southern shore, high 

cliffs rise up from the sea affording the visitor spectacular views of soaring birds and of 
the blow whole where water spouts up to 50 -75 feet into the air, depending on the 

intensity of the surf.  
 

Accommodation: M/Y Grand Odyssey, Main Deck Galapagos Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 
 

Day 37 -  Floreana Island  
Morning visit to Punta Cormorant. This site offers probably the best flamingo lagoon in 

the Galapagos as well as one of the largest. It is situated between two tuff lava cones 

that give the area a unique atmosphere. There are various species of shorebirds to 
observe besides flamingos; the most frequent are common stilts, white -checked pintail 

ducks and other migratory birds. It is interesting to see the two distinct beaches: ñThe 
Green Beachò (due to its high percentage of olivine crystals in the sand) and the ñFlour 

Sand Beachò which is made up of coral. 
 

This afternoon visit Post office bay & Baroness Lookout. Historically, the site was the 

location of a wooden barrel that was placed by crews of a passing ship in the 18th 
century. It has been used since this time by mariners and tourists as a post office. The 

idea is to carry letters or postcards to their destination by hand. Additionally this site 
was the landing area for some of the first colonists. You continue to the north of the 

island and will ascend a hill to enjoy a beautiful vista at the Baroness Lookout. It is 

said that Baroness Eloisa von Wagner loved this viewpoint so much that she spent sev-
eral hours watching the horizon. Within walking distance are the ruins of what is 

known as the Baronessô House. From this lookout, the landscape covers the coastline 
from the Enderby islet to Post Office Bay, as well as Cerro Pajas, the pool of flamingos 

and the wide forest of Palo Santo.  

 
Accommodation: M/Y Grand Odyssey, Main Deck Galapagos Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 
 

Day 38 -  Santa Fe & Plazas Islands  
Morning visit to Santa Fe. Located in the south-eastern part of the Galapagos, this is-

land was formed from an uplift instead of volcanic origin and as a result is mostly flat. 

There are some theories which assure this could be the oldest island in the archipela-
go. Santa Fe is home to a number of endemic species such as the Galapagos Hawk, 

Galapagos snake, Galapagos mockingbird and one of the two species of land iguanas. 
After disembarking in the beautiful, clear waters, you will be in contact with one of the 



many sea lion colonies. Along the trail, many salt bushes can be seen as well as giant 

prickly pear cactus. There are great possibilities for snorkelling with playful sealions and 
tropical fish.  

 
In the afternoon continue to Plazas Island. Plazas is located at the east of Santa Cruz Is-

land, and forms part of two islands known as Islas Plazas. Despite its small size, some of 

the most interesting and outstanding species of the Galapagos are found here. The Plazas 
land iguanas are smaller than their relatives found on other islands. Throughout the island 

are several hybrid iguanas, a result of crossing a male marine iguana and a female land 
iguana, they are recognizable at first glance by their black/grey colour, with a land iguana's 

crest, but with a face and tail of the marine iguana. The big population of iguanas is due to 
the presence of tuna, their favourite food.  Swallow tailed gulls nesting in the rugged cliffs 

are seen along with other sea bids such as Audubon shearwaters, red-billed tropicbirds, 

frigate birds and brown pelicans. 
 

Accommodation: M/Y Grand Odyssey, Main Deck Galapagos Suite. 
Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 

 

Day 39 -  North Seymour & Santa Cruz Island  
Morning visit to North Seymour Island. Seymour is an uplifted (as opposed to volcanic) is-

land and so is generally flat and strewn with boulders. There are good nesting sites here 
for a large population of magnificent frigate birds. Blue -footed boobies perform their court-

ship dance in the more open areas and swallow-tailed gulls perch on the cliff edges. De-
spite the tremendous surf that can pound the outer shore, sea lions haul out onto the 

beach and can be found bodysurfing. Watch your step, as the boobies don't worry much 

about where they nest, and you might just step on one. The trees are dotted with male 
frigate birds trying to attract the attention of the ladies by inflating their bright red skin 

flaps. They sometimes fly in the air to call more attention to themselves. There's a circular 
path that takes you through the island to a beautiful, rocky shore where the waves crash a 

silvery-blue colour. 

Afternoon visit to Bachas Beach on Santa Cruz. These two beaches are found to the West 
of Turtle Cove. Their sand is made of decomposed coral, which makes it white and soft and 

a favourite nesting site for sea turtles. Behind one of the beaches there is a small brackish 
water lagoon, where occasionally it is possible to observe flamingos and other coastal 

birds, such as black-necked stilts and whimbrels.  The other beach is longer but it has two 

old barges that were abandoned during the Second World War, when the USA used Baltra 
Island as a strategic point to protect the Panama Channel.  

 
Accommodation: M/Y Grand Odyssey, Main Deck Galapagos Suite. 

Meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner. 
 

Day 40 -  Mosquera Islet and Journey to Quito  

Enjoy a morning visit to Mosquera Islet, located between Baltra and North Seymour. This is 
a small islet formed by a geological uplift, with a reef of rocks and coral and a great white 

sand beach, where lies a big population of sea-lions. You can also observe several species 
of shorebirds. This site offers great snorkelling and swimming. Along the rocks are com-

monly running Red Lava crabs or Sally light-foot crabs.  



Later this morning youôll be transferred to the airport in Baltra for your flight to Quito 

and on arrival transferred to your hotel. Remainder of the day at leisure.  
 

Accommodation: Casa Gangotena, Plaza View Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 

Day 41 -  Colours & Flavours of Otavalo  
Depart Quito on a scenic drive through the Andes to Otavalo - well-known for its hand-

icraft market. The focus of your visit is on local cuisine and ingredients in the nearby 
ómunicipal' market - where the Otavalenos eat when they come to sell their wares and 

where you can enjoy the aromas of home cooking and dozens of spices. Gain an in-
sight into the range of produce available in Ecuador, a result of the country's numer-

ous climates and ecosystems. From the market, head to a 17th Century Andean es-

tate, where a chef will be waiting to guide you through the preparation of a traditional 
Ecuadorian lunch. Prepare your own grilled trout from nearby Andean rivers, empana-

das (turnovers stuffed with a variety of ingredients), and end with an helado de paila 
(ice cream made in the traditional way by hand with pure fruit juice). On the return to 

Quito, visit a local rose plantation and enjoy the explosion of colours and aromas 

throughout the farm.  
 

Accommodation: Casa Gangotena, Plaza View Room. 
Meals:  Breakfast & Lunch. 

 
Day 42 -  Journey to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  

Spend the morning and afternoon enjoying a leisurely private scenic tour of Quitoôs 

historic centre. Later in the day youôll be transferred to the airport for an overnight 
flight to Rio, via Lima.  

 
Accommodation: Overnight Flight. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 

 
Day 43 -  Carnival time in Rio  

Arrive early this morning into Rio where you welcomed and transferred to the majestic 
Copacabana Palace hotel, a historic landmark building in the middle of Copacabana 

beach.  

Early check-in will be requested but is subject to availability and the remainder of to-
day is at leisure. 

The Cariocas (locals from Rio) say that God spent 6 days creating the world and the 
7th day creating Rio de Janeiro. With such a spectacular setting of humpback moun-

tains overlooking the green azure waters of the ocean, the expansive Tijuca rainforest 
coupled with world famous Copacabana and Ipanema beaches and guarded by the 

Statue of Corcovado which hides magnificently among the clouds, who is to argue with 

this viewpoint!  
 

Accommodation: Copacabana Palace, Superior Side-Ocean View. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 



Day 44 -  Exploring Rio  

Spend the day with your private guide taking in the sights and sounds of Rio. Carnival will 
just have finished so the city will still be in full party mode as it gears up for the Champions 

Parade on Feb 25th. Youôll be shown the cityôs highlights including taking the cable-car up 
Sugarloaf Mountain where you can watch a spectacular sunset whilst sipping a local Caipi-

rinha (the national cocktail), a taste that resonates any visitorôs experience in Brazil. Youôll 

also visit the Corcovado Statue which stands on top of the 710m high Corcovado Hill; the 
statue of Christ the Redeemer, with its open arms blessing the entire city. There will be 

time to browse some of Rioôs chic boutiques, markets and malls in Ipanema and the sur-
rounding suburbs, a local guide will be on hand to assist you with your purchases. Finally, 

one of our favourite areas is to meander the hillside settlements in Santa Teresa; a place 
where you can feel the atmosphere of art, music and history. With its old houses and nar-

row streets, Santa Teresa is home to many painters and artists. Charming little restaurants, 

bistros and bars add a touch of both sophistication and great gastronomy.  
 

Accommodation: Copacabana Palace, Superior Side-Ocean View. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 

Day 45 -46 -  Rio at leisure.  
Spend the days at leisure in Rio.  

 
Accommodation: Copacabana Palace, Superior Side-Ocean View. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 47 -  Journey to Porto Seguro  

This morning youôll be transferred to the airport for a 90 minute flight north to Porto Se-
guro. Youôll be welcomed on arrival by a representative and transferred 45 minutes by sce-

nic roads to the resort. Right now Brazilôs white-hot destination is the north -eastern state of 
Bahia. With its distinctive African-influenced flavours, cultural diversity, palm -fringed beach-

es and a new crop of chic hotels, the region is fast emerging as an exclusive retreat.   

 
Accommodation: Villas de Trancoso, One Bedroom Villa. 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 48 -53 -  Beach at leisure  

Enjoy beach days at your leisure at Villas de Trancoso. 
 

Accommodation: Villas de Trancoso, One Bedroom Villa. 
Meals:  Breakfast. 

 
Day 54 -  Departure  

The journey home begins. Youôll be transferred to the airport in Porto Seguro for a flight to 

Sao Paulo. Connect with your onward overnight flight to the UK.  
 

Meals:  Breakfast. 
 

Day 55 -  Arrival in the UK  



Laterally sleeping...  

 

 
 

Das Cataratas Hotel, Iguazu, Brazil  
The Orient Express Das Cataratas Hotel is located inside the Brazilian National Park. 

The unique location close to Iguazu makes it the place to stay for views over the Falls 

and easy access on foot via self-guided trails. A total of 203 luxurious rooms are of-
fered throughout the colonial style property and surrounded by lush tropical gardens. 

Facilities include two restaurants serving both Brazilian and international cuisine, an 
outdoor swimming pool and bar.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Legado Mitico Hotel, Buenos Aires, Argentina  
Legado Mitico has quickly earned itself a wonderful reputation in a city of stylish bou-

tique hotels. Located in the heart of the fashionable Palermo neighbourhood, the hotel 

features spacious rooms with thematic décor inspired by Argentine culture and histo-
ry. Palermo Soho and Viejo is a superb area to stroll past the old traditional houses 

where caf® culture is óde rigueurô and independent restaurants abound. At the end of a 
dayôs exploring, head up to the roof terrace and relax in the whirlpool or sunloungers 

over a glass of Argentinean Malbec. 
 

 

 
 

House of Jasmines, Salta, Argentina  
Located in the foothills of the Andes, close to the colonial city of Salta, the classically 

elegant House of Jasmines is a magical base from which to explore the North West of 

Argentina. Enjoy the 100-hectare grounds, where you can listen to nature quietly 
breathing under decades old trees. Just 14 rooms are spread over 3 buildings and a 

new restaurant óLa Table de House of Jasminesô houses a large open fireplace and old 
earthen oven where guests can watch meat grilling and enjoy breathtaking views of 

the Andes. The simple, tasty cuisine showcases fresh produce from the garden and to 
top things off the Spa comes with a promise of genuine relaxation.  

 

 



 
...sleeping Laterally  

Manantial del Silencio, Purmamarca, Argentina  

This beautiful estancia is located in Jujuy, in the shadow of the Humahuaca canyon, 
the perfect base from which to explore the incredible landscapes of the North West of 

Argentina. 19 rooms are dotted around the property, reflecting understated elegance, 
history and classic colonial style in Argentina. The pool is a wonderful place to relax 

after a day's exploration with the vistas of the 'Hill of Seven Colours' in the backdrop 

to round off a perfect day.  

 

Tierra Atacama Lodge, San Pedro de Atacama, Chile  

Hotel Tierra Atacama is a recent luxury addition to be added to the San Pedro scene 
where landscape, flora and fauna create an unforgettable stay for visitors. With just 

32 rooms, the décor has combined local crafts and textiles with modern comforts ï 
the result, a tranquil haven after a dayôs exploration. The focus here is on a personal-

ized service, from the indoor lounges, library, bar and restaurant to the outdoor pool, 

gardens and terraces. Pamper yourself in Uma Spa or sit back and sip on a Pisco 
Sour, the national cocktail. 
 

 

 
 

La Starria Hotel, Santiago, Chile  
La Starria is a new boutique hotel, built in 1927 and located in the heart of Santia-

go´s most bohemian neighbourhood. The residence has been renovated and convert-

ed into an intimate property with top personal service to ensure guests stay in a gen-
uine home from home. Situated in an area brimming with history and surrounded by 

the best museums, galleries, trendy shops, antique stores, cinemas, theatres and 
innovative restaurants, guests can discover the tremendous diversity of the city on 

their doorstep.  
 

 

 
Explora Patagonia, Chile  

The Explora Hotel Salto Chico in Patagonia has a magical location on Lake Pehoé sur-
rounded by granite massifs. Designed by one of Chileôs foremost architects, Jose 

Cruz, the Explora Lodge is a remarkable place in this remote part of the world. With 

perfect views of mountains and glaciers, every detail has been designed with com-
fortable exploration in mind. The lodge is a luxurious base from which to enjoy the 

scenery; mountains, glaciers, waterfalls and emerald lakes. You can explore the park 
on foot, bike, boat or horseback, or simply relax and enjoy the vistas from the hotel. 

After a day's activities, guests may unwind with a sauna or outdoor Jacuzzi. 
 

 




